‘Asset monetisation goal
of ¥88Kk cr to be crossed’

Aim Should Be To Get At Least 30% Of Auto
Mkt Electrified by '30: Niti Aayog CEO Kant

Surojit Gupta & Sidhartha|

iti Aayog CEO Amitabh
N Kant is confident of me-

eting the target of rai-
sing Rs 88,000 crore from asset
monetisation this fiscal year.
In an interview to TOI, Kant
details the strategy for trans-
ition to electric mobility and
the need for government de-
partments to push capital
spending. Excerpts:

One of the key themes of
Budget is electric mobility.
What are the next steps?
An all comprehensive sup-
port system, which encom-
passes different thrust areas
of the EV ecosystem —manu-
facturing, demand creation,
regulatory framework, speci-
fications and standards, char-
ging infrastructure, research
and development.

We have witnessed an
overwhelming response to
the National Programme on
Advanced Cell Chemistry
Battery Storage for achie-
ving manufacturing capaci-
ty of 50 GigaWatts. We recei-
ved responses from 10 bid-
ders for 130GW — this far
surpasses our expectations.
Second, the production-lin-
ked incentive (PLI) scheme
for automobiles and automo-
bile components industry is
directed towards EVs and
will bring in fresh invest-
ments of over Rs 43,000 cro-
re. This PLIhasalsoreceived
an overwhelming response.

We will facilitate trans-
ition of industries towards
EVs and new technologies.
Over 27 states have moved for-
ward in formulating the state
EV policies and 18 states have
notified these policies. We ha-
venow made 2-wheelers and 3-
wheelers cheaper than com-
bustion engine vehicles. Un-
der the FAME scheme, 5 lakh
EVs have been supported. We
havealsothrownagrand chal-
lenge for 5,585 electric buses,
including 135 double-decker
buses, which some states wan-
ted. This is the biggest global
tender for electricbuses in the
world. 2,877chargers in 68 citi-
es across 25 states/UTs and a
further approval for 1,576 EV
charging stations across 16
highways and nine express-
ways has been made under the
FAME scheme.

(il companies are putting
2,200 integrated fast charging

stations in their retail outlets.
We are determined to have a
network of charging stations
across all major cities and
highways. We have also deve-
loped 12 charging standards.
We will come up with battery
swapping standards and they
will befinalised within next 60
days. Niti Aayog will publish
the National Battery Swap-
ping Policy within the next
three months.

By when do you think EV's
will be about 10-15% of
vehiclesinindia?

Our objective should be to
getaminimum of 30% of the

ose, which is the fastest and
cheapest. It also provides the
timeframe for sending their
goods. This will be one of the
path breaking initiatives to
bring down the cost of logis-
tics in India. There will be
unified documentation and
all data will be available on a
real time basis. This will be
like UPT forlogistics.

What has been the
progress on asset
monetisation after last
year’s announcement?
The indicative value of the
central sector coreassets pro-
posed formonetisation isRs 6

Qur target is

that from 2025
onwards, on account
of lower prices in
India, all 2-wheelers
and 3-wheelers sold

Under the FAME scheme, 5 lakh
EVs have been supported. We have
also thrown a grand challenge for
5,585 electric buses, including 135
double-decker buses, which some
states wanted. This is the biggest
global tender for electric buses

should be electric

—AMITABH KANT I CEO, NITI AAYOG

in the world

We will shortly have an interaction with all
state governments to drive both infrastructure
development as well as asset monetisation
programmes of the state governments. The
private sector will need to play a crucial role
in good quality infrastructure creation

market electrified by 2030.
Our target is that from 2025
onwards, on account of lo-
wer prices in India, all two
wheelers and three wheelers
sold should beelectric.

How significant is the
announcementin the
Budget to improve logis-
tics? How will it operate?
Logistics is the backbone for
realising the Atmanirbhar
Bharat initiative of the go-
vernment. [tisnecessarytoin-
terconnect all the players in
the logistics chain and the
Unified Logistics Interface
Platform (ULIP) aims to deli-
ver that. In ULIP, 24 logistics
systems of six ministries and
departments have been map-
ped and integrated through 78
Application Programming In-
terfaces (APIs) covering 1,454
fields. NICDC’s Logistics Data
Bank (LDB) project has been
leveraged todevelop ULIP.
ULIP will be a game
changer for logistics in India
and it will make India global-
ly cost competitive. A private
sector enterprise will then be
able to clearly find out which
transit mode they should cho-

lakh crore for financial years
2022 t02025. This includes as-
setsfrom sectorssuchasRail-
ways, roads, highways, po-
wer generation, coal, mining,
transmission, warehouses
and hospitality, besides
others. This year the target
till March 31is Rs 88,000 crore
for various ministries. I can
assure you that we are fully
confident of achieving this
target and surpassingit. Eve-
Ty ministry has worked very
sincerely and roads, power,
coal, mining, city gas distri-
bution have done well. .

The Budget focusesona
massive capital spending
ramp-up. How do you see
implementation?
Itisavery progressivepolicy
pursued by FM in the Bud-
get. She has actually thrown
achallenge to all of usin the
civil service to ensure that
we are able to structure pro-
jects quickly, we are able to
getland, weareable togetall
the approvals and we are ab-
le to get environmental clea-
rances, to be able to get pro-
jects off on the ground qu-
ickly. This means that we ne-
edtoroll out projects fast.



