
•MITiltj KANT 

I 
NOIA IS POIS[D to become. SJ s. 
1ri1Jion economy In t he nut (ew 

dtt:a<IH, •nd the economic gtowtb 
of 1he coun try will contlnut to 

acaleute. For lndi• to be Vilait Bh.ual 
by 2().17,1usnmed high lovwo(IDYnt • 
ment would be crucW,•nd the Gowu,. 

nvntorlndb isdoingtnruform,uloMI 
work to eruun !his 11.1nspires.J!eforcru 
1lncr 2014 lw,e led to unpreadonled 
growth •nd lnnov.um and mrufornu• 
tlw in iti,nlve.s such .u lht production 
llnud ln«ntiw (PU)schunt!s,kanlod 
to groWlh ilnd jobs. Wlth over 5 aore 
pending nses In lndl.iln courts, access 
to justice •nd d•peruW!ility of judg· 
menll u lmpornnt for lndi.1 to con• 
tinuc, tu high growth tnjectory. This is 
•bo • time when lm!J• hH btco mt • 
beacon (or growtb md devdopmml, 
and tht GlO Presidency hu bttn m 
opportunity to ,howase India's pocen
ual and accompllshmonll on• massive 
inttrnatioruilsc.alo. 

Economk growth is• by at.1ly11 to 
lndl• becomlng a g lob•I superpowu, 
1ndonewl11ch theGovunment oflndia 
hu ldcntlOcd u a high pdodty s,>al, 
upeciaUyln terms of cruting Jobs.It is 
through ii progre11lvt md lndmiv• 
devclopmont regim• th.it lndJa will 1.-ad 
the way foe-hi ruidcnu to prosp<!T and 
thra••· India is fortunate ID haw an 
urrcmoly independent •nd (orw,rd 
thinking jud1d.lry, on• th.it on sev,ini 
occasions since lnd~ndence hiU pro
vided cwity and diRction to the co•n• 
try. Howf'vrr, there an, •reu in which 
the couns may bt ln1trvenini tut 
roquue furthtr delibuatlon. txtol'IW 
uptrtiH,•n ustum,nt l'nm•work, 
•nd •macro~ 

CurrmUy. UIUI! ls uncuwnty when 
cernin judgments r,op•n url,ud«i • 
lions •nd th• .. owrrid• K0D0ffllC 
growth and hun thtcrNtiono(jobs.l!v 
outcome uncrn~nty o( • ruling buns 
bwdnus,compllance, and M>detyovrr• 
alt On• IQ)' to mow tow.ardt a scundn 
mldclk' «found would be by •PP~ an 
cmnomlcimpact/cmtbtnofit •rwysuas 
being fund.mmtai 10 rupo1Uiibl• and 
•u•talnahl• judgnwnll. A 111pplementai 
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Balancing a verdict COMPR[t-l[NSIV[ 

SOM[ IMPORTANT 
SUPR[M[ COURT 

DEC ISIONS 

repeatt!dly asked whi,n 
KOnomkJ and Jaw an. 
becoming inl!lrtriQbly 
int,gtated. Th• 
Supr-.me Coun hubttn 

mnsismttly evaluating 

How judiciary needs 
to weigh in economic 
impacts of decisions too 

soiunon ls th• lrutitutionalluUon o( 
UJHIUWent of disputes. where• dbpuu 
or concern that• st:aRholder may~ 
in tum.sol. r.commicore-nvironmmt&I 
COllCffns must bead<\juar«ly ;addrtllM!d. 
To cluHnd, an lntkpfficlent co mmm ... 
or apens or dive!R subjfct b.M:IQ!rounds 
is r,qwred,10 assut thf'courtmli;abnc
lng iu •11nsmen1 •nd und,nulng 
quantifl.ablr &IIAlysls. 

Against this backdrop, Pnd••p 
Mthl•'• book, S1tprtmr Cout1 n,,d thr 
Indian Enmam,1= A Story of Ectmom1c 
lmparr of Su: La~dmarlt CAscs of thr 

S11prrmr Calin, presents• comprehen• 
srw picture o( f.xtos,o lodmg up tosom• 
lmporunr SupmneCourtd«lsions,and 
1hdr lmpaa on woccnamy, bacbdby 
research and analysis. 

The book apion,s wh.at lhe coun in 
th• matte.rs addtessed within the boot 
rnuld bn• done to achien legltlrnate 
objectmtswhilefactocinginhowtomln, 
imJ.sr r_cooomlc disruption. Thi; ban 
lmporbnt ~ct •nd on, which the 
book focusnon. 

The key procedcnt whim should bf" 
applied.and on, th.at 11 fnturtd in th• 
booka.s • long-term roadma,pand {r.uno
...,rk, la the Sluv.ululnlSupn Umitr:d 
v, Shrtt ~nub Sugar Llmilfd, wft<rc 
the coun obsuved that the ,conomlc 
lmf)Kt and d!Kt o( • dtdsion ought to 
be bpi In mind.•nd aitlcally, the coun 
n.....t,,,d to "awid thatpartlrular outcomo 

which has• pottntt.ll to 
autr ~n ad\'\!Dr eff~ct on 
employm,nt, growth of 
lnfnnrucnrn or economy or 
the rewnue o( tlw Stlt<."Thm! haw 
been quilt a few drdsions th•t would 
have Mndited from a quantifbble 
ana.Jru ind these are •ho covued in 
Me:hta',boolt 

ll ls also lmportlnt forcourt1 lo b.tJ. 
Aneuc:onomlc~owthand progn,u with 
orher considtr>IIO<U, The ShlvuJuJrti 
jUdgmrn1,tfmadeasundardpr0<tdure 
o( .inai)'1is, would allow industry and 
marut forces to adapt and nabilJR. 11 is 
1mpuatlw that lhecour111tt the situa
tion Ina holhtlc nunnenndact inxcor• 
dancl' with the cm,nU betterment of 
1ocie ty, ballnctd by envin>nmm I and 
economic consldo!tations. 

Som• o/ these queatlon• must M 

financialexp. • • • 

policy decisions on th• 
IDUfflstOl'M! of proportion.il

lty, and could, thertforo, pu
hap, con1lder dKilions that 

•dv•nely Impact the oconomy to sonv 
lev1!l of .wrsament u well. 

I b<,ll- thb book 11 an lmponanl 
.-o,I: and h'8hl1gh11 how the fudlc~ 
has an Important rol< 10 play in lndla s 
growth story u • publlc Institution. I 
would recommend the bool< tonudmu 
•nd pract11iones,o ol law and economics, 
public policy, and tho$• inuresrecl in 
ondenundlng how Ille ~,anomic 
1mp..a o( iudlcul dodslons is utudy of 
itsown.ilnd In many ways on• th•most 
co~entblonesforlndL>.. 
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