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Reform, the Indian way

My view is that India is too much of a democracy to mirror a China model.
This has been misconstrued to mean we have ‘too much democracy’
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AMITABH KANT

IF AMYOME imvobved with governing for the
past three decades introspects, they wall see
that difficult devsions on structural refiorms
are what have been mssing for truly trans-
formative change. [t s moubling that support
af all of us is misinterpreted o mean some-
thing that was never intended. The indian
Express i a newspaper that stands for dermoc-
racy and celebrates journalisrnof courage. in-
dependent ppurnalism and freedom of
speecty. | have been a hmyal reader of it ance

me, i5 and should be proud that we belong o
the Largesst democracy in the workd

Jeshin Sevre il defines democracy a5 “sow-
emment by disoussion®, We are a proud
demiocracy that ensures checks and balances,
abicameral simuctune, amd awaice for everny cit-
zen From the perspective of struchural re-
forms, i means that consensus needs io be buale
WD our processes. Redonmes require the buy-in
af every stakehalder and therefore they take
bonger than in the Chana model. This s facnial
— il 5 N0k partisan, i 5 rol angi-0e o cratic, nar
5 it averthy crmcal Also facnual is thar this goy-
s shown the initent and the drive to bring in
structural reforms aonoss sectors. Statng a fad
dioes nat make one panisan, and one should
i b mischaracterised fior doeng so.

From working warh fishesmen m Kerala, to
the “Gaoad’s Owwn Couniry”™ initiative, to the:
Incredible India campasgn, 1o ease of doing
busimess, and all thework ['vedone aonoss sec-
1ors, | have aperated cpamally ina democracy
that | love. The incormpdete and out of conbext
exirapalacicn af rmy speechindermed thar ivim-
plied that, "to see refarms as adversanal o the
demacratic process is 1o forechose spaces for
negotianon, innovation, and dialogue”
["‘Reform, as per Mr Kant: By framing it as ad-
wersarial oo dermocTatic process, Min Aayes CEC
dises disserace 1o democracy and reform’, IE,
December 10, hitps: | fmuadianex press com) ar-

ncle)opariceyedioonal s redoam- as- per-rmi-
armitabdh-kant-7GE586] ). The irony af this
statement stands out. A1 the dialogue, | was
speakarg dbour the mudnifaceted byers of re-
gatianon and corsensus building tharwese re-
quame s boing forth mnowarion in policies such
&5 the Production Linked Incentive Scheme.
Cwr abjective has been o create gobal cham-
punns from India,

Ower the Last seven manths, the MITI
Azvog alang with ministries across the
Gavernmend of lndia, mdustry representa-
mves, global and Indian academicians and
sectoral expens has deliberated, discussed
and concepiualised the intncacies af this
iransformmative scherme. As te pandemsc im-
paced aur bnves, it became crincally impor-
rant bo simultaneaus priofitise “lives and
Invedihoods” In thas conext, it was peminent
10 ensure that the allecation of resources is
effisent and adequately determined to en-
absde s vadue creanon far the entise
society. It s our inclusive processes and in-
stipuons wihech enabled ws 1o successfully
CTEAbE COnseTisus iowards deciding the scale
of incentive for the entire scheme | over $26
billian), select the W sectors covening out-
ning edge technology, design the incentives
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towards rewarding incremental production,
and configure the size and scale of the
sctheme b0 eneure bemefits anomee mascnmalby
inso0eny. This is nothing short of exemplary
and that was the focus of my speech.
speech pwen in a different coritese snd trans-
fixes it to the owrrent agriculiure reforms.
Since agnculniral refonms have been browshs
up mithe editonial, bet's book at all the conswl-
tarans and democraine processes obsenved
in India when formulating these landmark
bills. The editoral states that farm reforms
were passed “with litthe or no evidence of
consulbrancn”, The tniry of legislanon o -
cilitate coniract farming, remaove prce re-
siricnions and boost apen rade have been
the culminarion of comprehensive, far-
reachung and wade- ranging stakeholder con-
sultanions aver the last rwo decades. A
plethora of comemis sons, repoas, tisk fonces,
suppas i these refodms.

The Exipert Commumirtes Repert, Mnstry of
Agrculnere in 2001, the Repaort of the infes-
Ministerial Taskforce on Agriculbioral
Marketing Reforms in 2002, the Model

Produce Markenmg Comimartes
Act of 2003, the Matonal Commission on
Farmers berween 200:4- 2006, the Madel
APMC Rules drafted im 2007, the Workang
Gapoap on Agrculiure Producton froem A0,
aRepom of the Commamee of Sare Ministers
in 2013, the NITI Aayog Task Force on
Agriculture Devebopment in 2016, Ashok
Dalwai's Doubling Farmers Income
Committes Report of 2017, the Model

Proguce and | nvesingck Markening
Act of 2017, the Mode] Contract Fanming Aot
in 08, rhe High Powered Comemimes of Creefl
Ministers recenthy i 2009, smongst others,
hunve acboncaned these pefiorms i pan and fl
T 5.2y that there weren't amy consullaions
betare bringing these reforms dumsses the
effions of every such iINtervenoon

Ay rhis stage, cognesant of the righe duec-
sy Py sl beveey i ateedd 3 sassge-sted
over the course afl these effons, deplaying
paramaunt politecal determanation and ad-
rransrae will, these reformatne balls wene
passed i Parlusment. Even now, 25 with the
“stalernate”, severdl senecd cendral rraneters
have been mmmersed in dulogue with the
farmes representatves. The same edinnmal
also raotes "o B relorm, i oould be argued,
i Eact, theat it B nadlequase dernocTacy, ROt oo
oty i, the concentration of povwer mnstead

— DEAR EDITOR, —
I DISAGREE
A column mm which we
mvite readers o tell

us why, when they
differ with the

news coverage of “The
Indian Express’

takes my speech given im a
different context and
transfrees i m the current
agriculture reforms. Since
agricultural reforms have
been brought up in
vesterday's editorial, let's
lsske at all the consultanons
and demaocratic
observed in India when
formulating these lindmark
bills. The editorial states that
farm rtﬁnrmswc!cpusud
with little or no evidence of
consultation’. The trinity of
legislation to facilitate
contract farming, remove

e restrctions and boost
open trade have been the
oulminarion of
comprehensive. far-reaching
and wide-ranging
stakehalder consultanons
owver the last two decades.

[ asso ey

of s dispersnn, thar has commibured o the
present stabemare ~ On the 2spect of made-
Qe demioeTacy, the ooy realby bes n o
£aury rhuar rhese e Ars will dermiTa-
e e Oipprnery Secnure for 43 per e
of our 500 mulon phes o wordoece en-
2aaea] i ererudn e snd the bnes of mallons
willl achvan e Towands sraneficant wedl-hesng.
5.3 resuly of these 273

e fres ey 3 o bl e off renaovemiendl
agricnlioral experis soch as M S
Swwamenarhan, Ashok Calan Achnol Diabaay
and Bamme-ch (Thand e we need o dervesse
ypeul ooes e Tacaeraaes, e bemey pnce
spznalbng rarenaen bermer proce resdvoarn
b ETeTs 3 the g ascrnrs beved maiaimsse
prissT-harvet bissses an also ST E MW
averiees 10 aad i odme Seneraro o Brm-
s The enire zrouinere value chasn, “hesy
& haraw” o Soiage Gnance. afspolt,
aggrezanon, il markering b become 4
ferrde ground for Cemmers. enrepretenrs and
it ey nevCnllaba e sl orwospee e fie -
mucraaEas wihach will ndezsh produsnary
i the sevoor To the credit of the evinnal o
=5 2t O s Mg, b i nowess rhar
rhie rednrTs Jre in “rhe M deneTwn

Lt e redevale — thee & mother? am-
biguaouss abods wehat | saed The enmre con-
VTSN 5 v eilainke o rhe e dormusn —
im fact the link to the seminar is here

peee with ratonslry W | somd s wiat
Pt e Jesryibne By e dore parlees apuany My
SLAbPTIeT ot el Proataeie, o Uil ks
& e imwachof 3 deTnodracy o e 3 Chana
el Heower Chis s beer eesonaarmused oo
P e e Do imwarty desmww Ty o5 by
mryopic and sdesymrans. Mosthy o s 3
grouraiie-ss rwemng of 3 BTl S errend I

prakce of puslaraiie B0 T M STPeLE-
oot | e rrw ety Cawer rhe i e oo dhe
ol i ey Agrud Marbshuad el ey sy -
i Ehu st resernms il rhe LI “re-
quare 3 very huaid-hesded, groursd-leved ap-
ooty ey ik neanes rmerrpeted et nihe sy
et o brd” Drwtes e a0 thee Cursp oo ruge
Fiomavth etwossh the=se SrraTural reddTre e
slwtw e e parowsd of Khe-se achasvemments | fior
o, el e fivuledy W
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