India to get seven
new cities by 2018

I'irst of 24 planned, they
will be on Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor
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India’s official cartographers
will add sever more cities by 2018 to the
niap ol tndia, inowhat could be the coun
frv's biggest town-planning  effort
VSIS,

The seven, whicli are the first of 24 new
cities planmed, will come up on the Delhi-
Munnbai ndustrial Corridor, a joint collabo-
rabion between India and Japan aimed al
pushing growth ind developing the manu-
lacturing sector here.

The corridor will streteh for 1,480km
thronph six states located between Delhi
and Mambai.

The creation of the new cities 1s seen as
detd] for accommodating people who are
expected to move from rural areas to the
cilios e seaveh of caaployment, with 350
million more Indians set to do so by 2030.

CAronnd 350 million fndians will get in-
Lo the urbanisalion process, so if you don’t
create new cities, you will create slums,”
said Mr Awmitabh kanl, chief execative ol
[he Delhi-Mumbal Industvial Corridor De-
velopient Corporation,

“lhe dream ol every villager is to come
to the eitv.”

Dholera m the stiate of Guyarat is one ol
the seven new cities being added. With an
areit of 540 s km, b will be smaller tHian
Singapore. 1L 1w expected to house about
two million people and will be developed
ashub for agra-processing and auto man-
ulacturing.

Fven thoagh the cities are being devel-
oped as manulacturing hubs, the corpora
tion wanls Lo integrate  green  and
ceo-triendly features into the cities.

Neirhbouwrhioods m Dholera, for in
stanee, will be planned around a high ac-
cess branspor! network connected to cvele
pathe and pedestrian walkways,
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AVOIDING SLUMS

“Around 350 million Indians
will get into the urbanisation
process, so if you don’t
create new cities, you will
create slums.”

Mr Amitabh Kant, chief executive of the
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor
Development Corporation

T'he idea 1s to discourage people from us-
ing private transport, said Mr Kaat.

“Cities arce the biggest polluters. So
when you plan urbanisation, citics should
be energy-sensitive, Todav's cities noed to
be compact and evolve around public trans-
port,” said Mr Kant.

So houses will have solar panelling on
their roots and rainwater harvesting. The
other six cities coming up - Dadri tn Uttar
Pradesh, Manesar-Bawal i Havyana,
Khushkhera- Neemrana in Rajasthan, Pith-
ampur-Dhar Mhow in Madhva Pradesh,

Sinnar and Dight in Maharashira will
boast gas-based power plauts and fndostri-
al waste recycling lacilitios.

While India has always looked towards
the West for town plunning tips in e
past, it is drawing lessons trom the East tor
this ndustrial corridor,

Singapore, for instanee, has an excellent
walter management systen, said Mr Kanl.,

Six consultaitts have been brought in to
draw up plans for new cities.

One of them is Jurong Inlernational,
which is working on the masterplun tor the
Manesar-Bawal industrial region in FHarya
na. A host of Japanese companies, includ-
ing ‘l'oshiba, Mitsubishi, Hitachi and [1o-
chu, are involved in developing the citics

Also to be set up are investment arcas, a
railway line dedicated to high-speed
freight traing, two airports, three ports and
six-lane expressways connecting the cities

trunding for the corridor — at US$00 hil
lion (S$118 billion), it is one ol the lagest
infrastructure projects to be undertaken w
India - will come from the government,
Japanese loans, investment rom Japanese
comparies and the [ndian private seclor.

['he government is hoping o develop
the cities via privale-public partnership,
with more than 60 per ceat ol the tunds
coming from the private side.

According to ofticial calealalions, once
the industrial corridor region is up and run
ning, the government hopes il will sustain
13 to 14 per cent of India’s mdustrial
growth, for the country fo continue grow-
ing al 8 to 9 per cenl annually.

With mosi cities in India sprouting up
in a haphiazard manner with scanl atten
tion to town planning, the development of
the seven cities is likely 1o be watched
closely by cnvivonmentalists aad town
planners.

“India has never been prepared (for ur-
banisation). We have never been able to
think or prepare owrselves for Hiis scale of
things. In places like Delhi and Mumbag
there have been attempts. But 1t you look
at the smaller cities, the growth s prolty
spontancous,” said Mr Ravi Agarwal of
Toxic Links, a non-govermmentlal organisa-
tion.
gnirmala@sph.com.sg




